[image: image1.jpg]



Bill Hunt
VP of Development, KPI
Two Rector Street, 18th fl.
New York, NY 10006
W 646.356.0702 
E bhunt@kpitv.com
Ghost Soldiers

page 8

GHOST SOLDIERS

[image: image3.jpg]KPI1




[image: image16.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Tales from the Battlefields 

The intensity of the human experience during conflicts of war has virtually guaranteed that the catastrophic emotions associated with these events have been imprinted on the battlefields. Each war throughout history has its ghosts. These phantoms haunt the battlefields and are left to be explored, experienced and remembered.  Ghost Soldiers is a series which, for the first time ever, allows viewers to hear and see those lost in battle. Our team of experts will explore these fields in an effort to solve the mysteries of battles gone wrong and the lives lost and still existing in the spirit form. 

Because of the significant number of eyewitness accounts, battlefields represent the perfect environment in which to collect and validate paranormal activity. Patrick Burke and the American Battle Ground Historic Society Wolf Pack, along with researcher Jack Roth, have managed to move the paranormal laboratory onto the battlefield. To date the team boasts nearly a 90% rate of anomalous activity when they investigate battle sites. Think History’s Mysteries meets Haunted Evidence. KPI and hosts Patrick Burke and Jack Roth, along with the ABGHS Wolf Pack, bring you the latest paranormal series Ghost Soldiers. 

Back to the battlefields

Ghost Soldiers is a reality based, cross-disciplinary driven docudrama based in the tradition of Mythbusters, Lost Worlds, and Battlefield Detectives, mixed in with a touch of Blair Witch Project and CSI. Through time immemorial the living have recanted the stories of the fallen dead on battlefields across the globe. Now, through the efforts of an exceptional paranormal research team, amazing technology and the use of a remarkable new technique known as the Intuitive Science Method, these ghost stories are brought to life like never before. KPI will use stylized dramatization, CGI and narrative storytelling to explore the paranormal life on battlefields. When possible, veterans (or their descendents) will be interviewed to elicit personal accounts. Paranormal evidence (including still photographs, digital and infrared moving footage, electronic voice phenomena and psi experiences) will be used to bring the viewer closer to the horrific human experiences associated with these battles. Patrick Burke, Jack Roth and his team can talk, see, and experience these horrific battles and those that are dead —now viewers will too. 
Format of Ghost Soldiers
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ach episode will feature a different battlefield site and an unsolved mystery. At the top of the hour we see our 2 main paranormal experts, Patrick and Jack, already in action as if the viewer has suddenly “caught up” with them. They will introduce their team for this particular investigation and the camera will pan to them as if we were introducing the players in mission impossible. Together, they set out to find the ghosts that reign the fields and solve the five W’s (Who, what, where, when why and how) of the location and its’ phenomena. 

For example, during the War of 1812 it is suspected that at the Battle of Longwoods, the American invaders poured water on the side of the hill on a bitter cold night, then they threw snow over the quickly formed ice to handicap the British. Fourteen to sixteen British soldiers were killed at the Longwood Battlefield including Captain D. Johnson and Lieutenant P. Graeme. Who still haunts the Longwood battleground today? Can our team speak to these ghosts? Was it the ice that caused the British to fail in their attack or is that just an old wives tale? Just before Lt. P. Graeme died, what was the scene like? 
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Experts in the field of historical research and park rangers will help divulge the story of the lives lost and the ghosts found. 

According to historian R. Taylor: 

Lieutenant Colonel Butler was in command of the American forces at Detroit. He orders Captain Andrew Hunter Holmes of the 24th Tennessee Regiment to assemble a force for a raid into the British Western District of Upper Canada. The objective of this mission was to capture one of two British posts in the area, Port Talbot or Delaware.

The total amount of men in Captian Holmes force was about 180 Americans. All on horse back, the Americans moved quickly, and on March 3rd they were only 15 miles from Delaware when they learned from a local inhabitant that a British force was on it's way to meet them. The Americans moved back to Twenty Mile Creek, and took up a strong position on the far side of the creek. (known today as Battle Hill)

Captain James Lewis Basden was in command of the British force consisting of about 300men. They were sent to intercept the Americans. 

While the outcome of the Battle of Longwoods is well documented, what proof do we have that in fact it was the American’s quick thinking to freeze the side of the mountain that allowed them to win the battle?
In the evening our paranormal team with an investigative medium sets out with the latest high – tech gear, including infrared cameras, digital recorders, computer sensor arrays, etc. The investigations are highly organized events that often produce unexpected results.  One member catches a striking image on the infrared camera and tries to draw its attention. The camera reveals an object on horseback. As we record and the object gets closer, we recognize him from his uniform and facial features, it’s Lt. P. Graeme. Knowing that a ghost is present, our experts set out to interview family and friends of those that fought at these great battlefields, use diary entries, and unearth old letters to set the scene (stylized recreations) and gain the information necessary to investigate these battlefields and the ghosts that haunt them. Through these interviews and documents our experts know the proper questions to ask the ghost and the things to look for on the battlefield.

Back on the battlefield, our team of experts will contact the dead in the fields they were slain. They come across the ghost of an American soldier that did not get to celebrate his victory. They will gather enough data to draw dramatic conclusions about each battle and those caught in the cross fire. In the end they will gather all of the evidence they have uncovered (the historical background, investigation and sightings.)
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As if the team of paranormal experts were solving a forensic case the team will settle back at the headquarters (staged spot significant to the location) and wrap up the investigation with a “roundtable” discussion and overview. Team members share their personal experiences, and viewers get to know their strengths, weaknesses and expertise in the fields each week. These “roundtable” meetings are filled with humor and personal insight into serious and sometimes controversial discussion, as is often the case after a long and arduous ghost investigation with exhausted team members. 

A human-interest angle paired with the known facts and first-hand accounts attempts to answer the main question asked and explored by the investigative team and the viewer: Does “something stay” after great battles are fought as was so eloquently suggested by Civil War hero Joshua Chamberlain at a Gettysburg monument dedication years after the conflict ended? Do these “ghosts” help us to complete the complex puzzle of human existence and perhaps explain what happens to us after we die? But most importantly can we learn about the battles of history through the ghosts that haunt the fields. It is human nature to be curious about the events of the past and it’s the human spirits that can provide the answers. 

From our investigation at the Battle of Longwood we have been able to isolate two ghosts, Lt. P Graeme and an unidentified American soldier. From the testimonies of family members, documentations, and from the ghosts mouth we are able to conclude that in fact it was the ice on the side of the mountain that allowed the Americans to buy time and win the battle.

Participating guests

Paranormal experts who wish to contribute as episode guests: Loyd Auerbach, paranormal researcher and author; Barry Taff, parapsychologist; Joshua Warren, paranormal researcher; Dale Kaczmarek, paranormal researcher, author and spirit photography expert; Marie D. Jones, author of PSIence; John Holland, world-renowned historical psychic; Allison Dubois, world-renowned psychic medium; Michelle Whitedove, psychic; and many others. 

Celebrities we will try to secure as episode guests: Jennifer Love Hewitt, (Ghost Whisperer); Patricia Arquette (The Medium); Dan Akroyd (Ghost Busters, etc…), Rob Zombie, filmmaker; Kevin McKidd (Journeyman, Rome); Nicole Kidman (The Others); M Night Shyamalan, filmmaker; Wes Studi (Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Geronimo), Native American activist; and others.

Ghost Soldiers Projected Episodes: Season One
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Gettysburg: Something Stays

Yielding 53,000 casualties, the Battle of Gettysburg represents a virtual field laboratory for paranormal investigators This episode introduces the team and their philosophy while the viewer, acting as a clandestine member of the team, experiences, explores and discovers the tales of soldiers who experienced the most horrific and largest battle ever fought on North American soil. 

Antietam Creek: Savage Combat

The Battle of Antietam Creek was fought on September 17, 1862, near Sharpsburg, MD. It was the bloodiest single-day battle in American history, with almost 23,000 casualties. Every hour of fighting produced 1,748 casualties. Members of the team join forces with a celebrity (possibly Jennifer Love Hewitt or Patricia Arquette) to investigate one of the most savage battles of the American Civil War.

Fort Mifflin: The Fort that Saved America 

One hundred seventy-five Continental soldiers and 325 New Jersey militia held off the British navy for over 30 days. This gave General George Washington enough time to get the Continental Army into camp at Valley Forge. Only 200 men survived the battle. 

Battle of Pea Ridge: Native Americans in the Confederacy

Set against the backdrop of northwest Arkansas, the Battle of Pea Ridge was one of the rare situations in which the Confederates outnumbered and outgunned the Union. Part of the Confederate force under General Douglas Cooper’s Indian command had 800 Cherokee, Choctaw’s, Creeks and Stand Watie’s Cherokee mounted rifles. Celebrated Native Americans involved in this battle included Chilly McIntosh, the Creek War chief, as well as John Jumper and Elias Cornelius Boudinot. 

The USS Hornet: The Ghostly Aircraft Carrier

The aircraft carrier USS HORNET is a national treasure, having participated in two of the greatest events of the 20th century — World War II and the Apollo 11 manned space mission. Now peacefully moored at historic Alameda Point on San Francisco Bay, the USS HORNET is a virtual laboratory for haunted phenomena. While on board the team discusses and explores older spiritualist activities for contacting the dead and debunks some of the myths associated with them. World-renowned parapsychologist Loyd Auerbach joins the team as a special guest and veteran of many USS Hornet investigations.

Battle of the Bulge and Colmar: The Alamo of WWII

There are 24 members of Easy Company still alive today. Members from the fabled Easy Company will join the team and attempt to make contact with their foxhole buddies who passed away in December 1944. The team will have expert paranormal researchers from Germany and Belgium join them for a live (not pre-recorded) investigation of Bastogne, Colmar and the fox holes of Easy Company.

Manassas: The Stone House

Viewers join Patrick, Jack and the Wolf Pack as they investigate the Stone House, one of three intact pre-Civil War buildings within the Manassas National Battlefield Park. Riddled with bullet holes from the war, this house invites the team to attempt a séance and table tipping with guest medium Dennis Hollin. What they capture on film will amaze the viewer.

The Little Big Horn: When Eagles are Crows

John Holland, world-renowned psychic, joins the team to explore the oft-overlooked Battle of the Little Bighorn, where in June 1876 George Armstrong Custer led approximately 210 men to their deaths in the Montana wilderness. The team conducts a paranormal/archaeological investigation in an attempt to find out what these ill-fated men went through on that legendary day in American history.

Pearl Harbor: The Power of Music

On a historic day the team visits sunny Hawaii to investigate Pearl Harbor. Joining them is country music group Diamond Rio featuring their song, “I believe.” What they discover will give viewers a new perspective on the healing qualities of music and why ghosts seem to respond so readily to music heard on the battlefield. 

The Battle at Wounded Knee Creek: A Massacre of Innocents

The Battle at Wounded Knee Creek was the last major armed conflict between the Dakota Sioux and the United States. By the time it was over, 25 troopers and more than 146 Lakota Sioux lay dead, including men, women, and children. Some of the soldiers are believed to have been the victims of "friendly fire" as the shooting took place at point blank range in chaotic conditions. Wes Studi (Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee) joins the team as a special guest.

Cowpens: A Tactical Masterpiece

The Battle of Cowpens was fought on January 17, 1781, during the Southern campaign of the American Revolutionary War and was an overwhelming victory by American Revolutionary forces under Brigadier General Daniel Morgan. The Patriots claimed 110 British killed, 229 wounded and close to 800 captured. Colonial forces suffered 12 killed and 61 wounded. 

Fort Pulaski: Savannah Interrupted

The Battle of Fort Pulaski was fought in 1862 between Union forces on Tybee Island and Confederate forces inside the fort’s 7.5 foot thick walls. Made famous in the film Glory, Fort Pulaski saw fierce fighting and amazing bravery during the American Civil War. Over the years, it has become known for a variety of hauntings, which the team will investigate with a special guest. 

Shiloh: The Hornet’s Nest

Shiloh was one of the most decisive, and bloodiest, battles of the American Civil War. The final number of dead or missing was 13,000 on the Union side and 10,500 on the Confederate side. The dead lay everywhere. General Grant said a person could “walk in any given direction without stepping on ground." In a Confederate camp that night one soldier said, "You can hear the screams of the injured. They screamed for water. God heard them for the heavens opened and the rain fell." Flashes of lightning showed vultures feeding on the ungathered dead. Masters of cinematic horror, either M Night Shyamalan or Rob Zombie will be put to the test to “cowboy up” during this intense investigation.

Additional Battles to Consider

WWII: 

Normandy D-Day

Dunkirk

Iwo Jima

Bataan Death March

El Alamin

American Revolutionary War and Pre-war:

Philadelphia; Independence Hall

Saratoga

Fort Ticonderoga

Williamsburg

Yorktown

American Civil War:

Fort Pillow: Colored confederate cavalry troops fought union colored troops

Yorktown

Cold Harbor

Cedar Mountain

Stone Mountain

Malvern Hill

Texas Independence:

The Alamo

San Jacinto

The Goliad Massacre

WWI: 

Battle of Somme, France

Battle of Gallipoli, Turkey

Ancient: 

Thermopylae (Greek city-states vs. Persian Empire), Greece

Jezreel Valley, Israel — Including the first recorded battles in history: Gazelle’s Head — 2350 BCE, Pepi I vs. Sand Dweller Rebels; Megiddo — 1479 BCE, Thutmose III vs. Canaanites

Battle of Sentinum (Romans vs. Gallic Forces), Italy

Battle of Phillippi (Mark Antony and Octavian vs. Brutus and Cassius), Greece

Battle of Pharsalus (Roman Republic vs. Optimates), Greece

14th Century: Battle of Bannockburn, Scotland (Robert the Bruce)

11th Century: Battle of Hastings, England

Napoleon: Battle of Waterloo, Belgium

Why KPI has the chops to tell this story
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KPI is currently working on a new series called Prehistoric Megastroms. Additionally we have just completed shooting Clash of the Cavemen in Romania. In both cases we tell prehistoric stories and marry each story with CGI. 

Clash of the Cavemen explores the long period in Europe when two human species—Neanderthals and modern humans called Cro-Magnons—co-existed. The special follows two human families—Neanderthals and Cro-Magnons—through a harsh Ice Age winter, as they compete for food, shelter and survival. These fictional characters are supported by the latest factual revelations coming from the ground and the lab about these mysterious people who lived at a defining juncture in human history.

Conclusion

Ghost Soldiers is about honoring the brave and heroic souls who gave the last full measure of devotion to either cause or country; it’s about having the courage to explore the unknown and discover the truth.

It’s an odd fact in life that the truth is often preserved best by the dead. This is their story.

For more info please contact Bill Hunt

O 646.356.0702 • M 732-539-4208• E bhunt@kpitv.com • www.kpitv.com
About KPI (www.kpitv.com)
KPI is a New York City-based production company that has created more than 500 hours of programming over the past decade. Our clients include A&E, Bravo, Discovery, The National Geographic Channel, History, The Travel Channel, Bravo, TLC, Discovery Health, Fine Living, The Military Channel, MSNBC, truTV (Court TV), The Smithsonian Networks and HGTV. QuickTime samples of these programs can be found on our website.
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KPI is currently working on the 2008 season of the highly-rated series Monster Quest. From Bigfoot to Swamp Beasts, Monster Quest reveals the truth about legendary monster sightings around the world. Also for History, KPI is creating a new six part CGI series called Prehistoric Megastorms and will deliver Clash of the Cavemen, a 2-hour special with principal filming completed in Romania in 2007. 
In 2006, KPI received two primetime Emmys for its special Rome: Engineering an Empire. These were the first primetime Emmys ever awarded to The History Channel. During 2006, KPI created an additional 13 episodes of Engineering an Empire filmed entirely on location in Turkey, China, Tunisia, France, Mexico, England and Russia. Peter Weller hosts the series. Egypt: Engineering an Empire, the first in that series, received an Emmy nomination for art direction. 

Other notables for 2006 and 2007: KPI created The Dark Ages, a two-hour marquee special for History, shot on location in Lithuania. For HGTV, KPI delivered 13 episodes of Xtreme Building. Cause of Death was a forensic pilot created for truTV in a unique 11-minute format. Also for truTV/Court TV, KPI created five seasons of the highly rated Dominick Dunne’s Power, Privilege and Justice series. For National  Geographic Channel KPI produced multiple episodes of MegaStructures including a special entitled Bridges of New York. KPI traveled America creating a creepy and offbeat TV series based on the Barnes and Noble entertainment property Weird U.S.
KPI was one of the original producers of A&E’s acclaimed Biography series and has also produced other celebrity related series such as Bravo’s Profiles and Page to Screen and MSNBC’s Headliners and Legends. Some of our interviewees include Mat Damon, Ben Affleck, Hunter S. Thompson, Geena Davis, LeBron James, Dennis Hopper, Goldie Hawn, Jeff Bridges, Elvis Costello, Quentin Tarantino, Uma Thurman, Jim Carrey, Whoopi Goldberg, John Travolta, Bill Clinton, and Ridley Scott. For Bravo, KPI was also on the set of the Lord of the Rings Trilogy with Peter Jackson in New Zealand.

KPI specializes in underwater filmmaking, creating the underwater series Deep Sea Detectives for History and Quest for Sunken Warships for Discovery’s Military Channel. Episodes were shot in the Atlantic and Pacific, the Baltic Sea, Micronesia, the Great Lakes and the North Sea. 

Currently, KPI is developing new series with Discovery, National Geographic, History, and Travel Channel.   2008’s SXSW film festival is honoring KPI’s feature performance film titled The Sweet Lady with The Nasty Voice, which will be broadcast on the Smithsonian Channel in May, 2008. It is the  unsung story of 70-year-old female rock ‘n’ roll pioneer Wanda Jackson. Guests include Bruce Springsteen, Patti Scialfa, Elvis Costello, Motorhead and members of The Stray Cats. For more info please visit our web site at www.kpitv.com.






